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Abstract

Agriculture contributes significantly to the national economy. Women is a key role to promote the
agricultural sector as well as the economy in the country since 65 percent of Cambodian farmer
is woman (MAFF, 2006). However, by the sight of the difficulties and constraints that women face
in agriculture and the rejection of women’s role in development activities, particularly in the
agricultural production system, the study on "Gender roles in farming system in Thnaot Chum
commune, Baray district, Kompong Thom Province" is conducted, which has three objectives
include (1) to understand the job distribution between man and women in each production in the
study area, (2) to study about the contribution of woman labor in generating income from each
farming system, and (3) to analys SWOT of woman labor in the study area.

Based on the the study, woman accounts for all production activities, particularly in growing
vegetables and raising poultry, pigs in their home garden. Women participate up to 80 percent of
vegetables and 77.27 percent in livestock, poultry, pigs which are grown and raised in home
garden. On the other hand, for rice cultivation (floating rice and rainy season rice) and cassava,
both man and woman almost equally involve in these activities. Woman does not participate as
much as man in cattle herding. Women's participation is only 39.58 percent for taking care cattle.
In the study area, there are five farming system. Among the five system, the first farming system
is the most effective (4.23). However, among all farming system, the system that woman
contributes the most is the first system as well (up to 3,235,191.76 riel of total profit 6,630,131.41
riel). The SWOT analysis, there are some strengths of woman labor such as patience and hard
working, have much time, participate in many training, good at saving and negotiate price.
Furthermore, woman has been given the opportunity to participate in various training courses and
financial support and also be able to find employment opportunities like out-farm and non-farm
job. However, woman labor also have some weaknesses such as physically weak, lack of
knowledge, lack of self-confidence and do not like to go far away for home. Moreover, social
factors, family factors and the new innovation of machinery is the obstacle of the presence of
woman in farming system.

In summary, we can conclude that woman in the study area has been actively contributed a huge
amount to income through farming system activities. However, in order to develop agricultural
sector, women should try to use their strengths properly and try to improve their weaknesses.
Moreover, government, organizations or institutions which involve in the sector should not
overlook the woman’s hardship and obstacle in agricultural sector.. Government, organizations. or

v



institutions which involve should prepare the strategy to create an environment for women to
participate in the agricultural sector much easier.
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SPSS : Statistic Package for Social Science

FAO : Food and Agriculture Organization

NIS 8 National Institute of Statistics

GDP 8 Gross Domestic Product

SWOT : Strength Weakness Opportunity Threat

FGD : Focus Group Discussion

GDA 8 Gender and Development

USAID : United States Agency for International Development

NGOs : Non-Government Organizations

MODE : Monority Organization Development Organization
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